58                          POLYTECHNISATION
Communist Party programme accepted at the Eighth Party
Conference said that the Soviet school must be polytechnised,
At the end of the civil war in 1920-21, when the problem of
economic reconstruction was receiving attention, it was realised
how much was required in the sphere of technical training to
prepare the nation for industry. At once polytechnisation became
a burning question. At the Party Conference in 1920 Lenin
insisted that the fundamental problem for discussion was
polytechnisation. Krupskaya, Lenin's widow, relates how he was
dissatisfied with her speech at the conference. She had not laid
sufficient emphasis on polytechnisation. He insisted on the
necessity for the realisation that the question of polytechnisation
was not merely educational; it was a general political question. It
was a question of the radical reconstruction of the whole tenor
of life, a question of the eradication of the old division of labour,
intellectual and manual. This was why he considered it of the
utmost importance to start polytechnisation immediately in
spite of the disintegration of the economic and industrial system.
Lenin always insisted on the interdependence of economics,
politics, and culture, on the influence of one over another. To
raise the cultural level it was essential to have a polytechnised
school, so that it might help in the achievement of a planned
Socialist economy. It was important to give the masses a wide
polytechmcal outlook. He also added that the basic elements of
agriculture must be included in polytechnisation. In his letters to
Krjijanovsky, Lenin insisted that the masses must be inter-
ested in the electrification plans. Later, writing on the work of
Narkompros,1 he discussed polytechnisation, and insisted that it
must not be replaced by technical education, by the learning of
one trade.
Urging polytechnisation in those early days was obviously a
counsel of perfection. There were hardly any teachers or educa-
tionists who knew anything about the subject. A workroom in a
school was taken to mean polytechnisation. The really poly-
schools were individual experiments. There were two
1 Commissariat of Education.